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The Fall of the Sikh Empire
1. In 1848, Lord Hardinge was replaced by Lord Dalhousie, who was a young and haughty aristocrat. He was an expansionist and wanted to directly annex the Empire rather than just controlling it. Henry Lawrence, the Resident was less impetuous and wanted to maintain the status quo.

2. In December 1847, Dewan Mulraj of Multan, resigned because of his inability to pay his taxes of two million rupees. A successor was chosen and two British officers, Vans Agnew and Lt. Anderson, were sent to handle the transfer of power. After the two officers were assaulted in Multan a popular uprising broke out; the disbanded soldiers forced Mulraj to become their leader and launched a campaign to drive the British out. The two British officers were killed.
3. The popular uprising spread. In the Doab between the Indus and Chenab Pathans decided to make common cause with the Sikhs to drive the invaders out. The names of Dalip Singh and Guru Gobind Singh were invoked.

4. This was the opportunity the Dalhousie was waiting for; he let the situation deterioriate so that he could take advantage of it. Despite lack of proof of complicity in the rebellion, Jindan was banished to Benaras, far from the Punjab on a measly pension of a thousand rupees a month.

5. The entire Punjab, including the Sardars were shocked by this action. The Attariwalas, whose daughter was engaged to Dalip Singh, were particularly chagrined.

6. A British force under Lt. Edwardes and Van Cortlandt, accompanied by Sher Singh Attariwala and the Nawab of Bhawalpur attacked Multan. Mulraj fought the forces at Kineri and then withdrew. British forces began to mass to take Multan.

7. Bhai Maharaj Singh decided to come to Mulraj’s rescue; Darbar forces pursued him and inflicted heavy casualties near the Chenab. Bhai Maharaj Singh escaped and joined up with Mulraj, who had by now acquired the status of a folk hero.
8. The relationship between the British and the Attariwalas became increasingly strained. When a British officer, Colonel Canora was killed in a skirmish with Chhatar Singh Attariwala’s men, Chattar Singh was stripped of his jagirs. In retaliation, he opened negotiations with Amir Dost Mohammad of Afghanistan. His son Sher Singh, abandoned the British to join his father.

9. Lord Dalhousie was delighted by these events and declared war on the Sikh nation.

10. The Durbar forces were much reduced due to the treaty of Lahore. The British in contrast had 50,000 troops along the Sutlej, 9000 at Lahore and 9000 at Ferozepur. They also had possession of several strategic forts.

11. By November 1848, the Chaj and Sind Doabs had declared independence. The other Doabs were under British control. Sher Singh Attariwala was unable to rouse Lahore’s citizens; he fled north towards the Chenab. A battle was fought against General Gough’s forces and Sikh forces retreated further northward to the Jhelum where they dug in using deep ravines for cober. Chhatar Singh Attariwala liberated Attock. The battle for Multan however turned in the favor of the British.

12. The Battle of Chillianwala was fought on January 13, 1849. The Punjabi army engaged the British and held them any bay with gunfire. When the British forces began to advance because of their superior numbers, the Punjabis retreated intot he woods and started employing time honored hit and run tactics. The British forces were roundly defeated, but the Punjabis were unable to press home their advantage. Under the cover of heavy rain, the British foreces managed to retreat. The Attariwalas captured George Lawrence and tried to negotiate wit the British to have Dalip Singh reinstated. Their offers were refused.
13. The Battle of Gujarat was fought on Februart 21, 1849 close to the river Chenab. Punjabi forces opened foire too soon and exhausted their ammunition. When the larger British forces atatcked, the Punjabis were defeated. Thousands of men were killed. On March 11, the Attariwalas formally surrendered, followed by the entire Sikh army.

14. General Thackwell described the scene as follows : “ The reluctance of some of the old Khalsa veterans to surrender their arms was evident. Some could not restrain their tears, while on the faces of others, rage and hatred were visibly depicted.” In the words of one veteran as he laid his arms down “ Ajj Ranjit Singh Marr Gya”.

15. On March 29, 1849, a proclamation was made by the British, declaring the end of the kingdom of the Sikhs. Maharaja Dalip Singh handed over the fabled Koh-i-noor diamond to the British and stepped down from his father’s throne, never to sit on it again. The Second Anglo Sikh War had ended with the decimation of the empire of Maharaja Ranjit Singh.






















































